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Press release no. 38/2024

Generational change: in Italy young agricultural entrepreneurs account for 7.5% of the total 

There are an increasing number of under-40s running agricultural businesses in Italy, equal to 7.5% of all businesses. However, this is still not enough to compensate for retirements. The average age of entrepreneurs today is 63. The recent Law 36 may provide a boost to encourage youth entrepreneurship,  but the implementing decrees are still lacking. There is a gap with the rest of Europe. 

Today, Italian agricultural companies run by entrepreneurs under 40 represent 7.5% of the total (1.3 million). Though the percentage is on the rise, it is not enough to rejuvenate a sector in which the average farmer is 63 years of age. These numbers - it was mentioned during the conference on the topic "Generational change in agriculture: the future in the hands of young people", which took place on the second day of EIMA International - distance us greatly from the rest of Europe. While in our country one in five businesses is run by a young person under 40, in Europe the average is just under one in three, and this confirms the urgency of encouraging a generational change also with a view to modernizing the sector. “We can have the most innovative agricultural vehicle in the world, but there has to be someone behind the wheel who drives it: this someone is a young person,” said Paola Adami, director of Itasf, the Network of Agricultural Institutes Without Borders. Of the total of over 1.3 million active agricultural businesses in Italy, only 100,000 are managed by young people, inclined to innovate and attentive to the issue of sustainability. 
The conference – attended, among others, by the president of the association Young Agricultural Entrepreneurs, Enrico Calentini – also provided an opportunity to take stock of the application of Law 36 of 2024 for youth entrepreneurship in agriculture, thanks to the online parrticipation from Rome, of Marco Carloni, president of the Agriculture Commission of the Chamber of Deputies. According to Carloni, the sector today has two priorities: the necessity of continuing to promote technological innovation in the primary sector and to facilitate generational turnover. A critical point was raised by the Italian Confederation of Farmers (CIA), in the words of its president Cristiano Fini: the implementing decrees of law 36, which provides, among other things, direct contributions and tax incentives for training, have not yet been passed. These decrees - it was explained - are necessary to put into operation resources in the amount of EUR 200 million, distributed over multiple areas. 

  Bologna, November 7, 2024
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